
 
 

 

UNITED STATES
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20549
 

FORM 8-K
 

CURRENT REPORT
Pursuant to Section 13 or 15(d)

of The Securities Exchange Act of 1934
 

Date of Report (Date of earliest event reported):
June 4, 2024
 

TELA Bio, Inc.
(Exact name of registrant as specified in its
charter)

 
Delaware   001-39130   45-5320061

(State or other jurisdiction of
incorporation)  

(Commission
File Number)  

(I.R.S. Employer
Identification No.)

 
1 Great Valley Parkway, Suite 24

Malvern, Pennsylvania   19355
(Address of principal executive offices)   (Zip Code)

 
Registrant’s telephone number, including
area code: (484) 320-2930

 
Not Applicable

(Former name or former address, if changed since
last report.)
 
Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended
to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under any of the
following provisions:
 
☐ Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)
   
☐ Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)
   
☐ Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))
   
☐ Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))

 
Securities registered pursuant to Section 12(b) of
the Act:

 
Title of each class   Trading Symbol(s)   Name of each exchange on which registered

Common Stock, par value $0.001 per share   TELA   Nasdaq Global Market
 
Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is an emerging growth
company as defined in Rule 405 of the Securities Act of 1933 (§230.405 of this
chapter) or Rule 12b-2 of the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 (§240.12b-2 of this chapter).
 

Emerging growth company x
 
If an emerging growth company, indicate by check mark if the registrant
has elected not to use the extended transition period for complying with any new
or revised financial accounting standards provided pursuant
to Section 13(a) of the Exchange Act. ☐
 
 

 

 



 

 
Item 5.02 Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory Arrangements

of Certain Officers.
 

On June 4, 2024, TELA Bio, Inc. (the “Company”)
appointed Jeffrey Blizard as a member of the Company’s Board of Directors (the “Board”). Following
the
conclusion of the Company’s 2024 Annual Meeting of Stockholders on June 4, 2024 (the “Annual Meeting”),
and upon recommendation from the
Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee of the Board (the “Nominating Committee”),
the Board increased the size of the Board to seven
members and appointed Mr. Blizard to serve as a Class III director, with
a term expiring at the Company’s 2025 Annual Meeting of Stockholders.
Mr. Blizard will serve on the Company’s Nominating
Committee.
 
The Board has determined that Mr. Blizard is an independent director
under the applicable Nasdaq listing rules. There are no arrangements or
understandings between Mr. Blizard and any other person pursuant
to which he was selected as a director. There are no related party transactions between
the Company and Mr. Blizard (or any of his
immediate family members) requiring disclosure under Item 404(a) of Regulation S-K. Mr. Blizard does not
have any family relationships
with any of the Company’s directors or executive officers.
 
On June 4, 2024, the Board granted an initial equity award to
Mr. Blizard consisting of (i) an option to purchase 9,300 shares of the Company’s common
stock, par value $0.001 per share
(“Common Stock”), vesting in 36 equal monthly installments; and (ii) a restricted stock unit award with
respect to 6,375
shares of Common Stock vesting in three equal annual installments, in each case subject to Mr. Blizard’s continuous
service with the Company. The initial
equity award was granted to Mr. Blizard in connection with his appointment to the Board in
accordance with the Company’s non-employee director
compensation policy, with each award being made under the Company’s Amended
and Restated 2019 Equity Incentive Plan.
 
In accordance with the Company’s non-employee director compensation
policy, Mr. Blizard will receive an annual base retainer of $45,000 and $5,000 for
his service on the Board and the Nominating Committee,
respectively.
 
In accordance with the Company’s non-employee director compensation
policy, beginning at the Company’s 2025 Annual Meeting of Stockholders,
Mr. Blizard will receive an annual award consisting
of (i) an option to purchase 6,200 shares of Common Stock and (ii) a restricted stock unit award with
respect to 4,250 shares
of Common Stock. Each component of the annual award will vest on the earlier of (x) the first anniversary of the date of grant;
(y) the
date of the subsequent annual meeting of stockholders following the date of grant; or (z) the occurrence of a change in control,
in each case subject
to Mr. Blizard’s continued service through the applicable vesting dates.
 
Item 5.07 Submission of Matters to a Vote of Security Holders.

 
On June 4, 2024, the Company held the Annual Meeting. As of April 8,
2024, the record date for the Annual Meeting, there were 24,653,939 outstanding
shares of the Company’s Common Stock. The Annual
Meeting was conducted virtually, and the following is a brief description of the final voting results
for each of the proposals submitted
to a vote of the stockholders at the Annual Meeting, which are described in detail in the Company’s definitive proxy
statement for
the Annual Meeting, filed with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission on April 18, 2024.
 
(a)            Proposal
1 — Election of Class II Directors. Each of Kurt Azarbarzin and Antony Koblish were elected to the Board to serve as Class II
directors
until the 2027 Annual Meeting of Stockholders and until their successors, if any, are elected or appointed, or their earlier
death, resignation, retirement,
disqualification or removal, as follows:
 
Name   For     Withheld     Broker Non-Votes  
Kurt Azarbarzin     17,037,112       1,878,721       2,008,532  
Antony Koblish     18,742,180       173,653       2,008,532  
 
(b)            Proposal
2 — Ratification of Independent Registered Public Accountant. The appointment of KPMG LLP as the Company’s independent
registered
public accounting firm for the 2024 fiscal year was ratified, as follows:
 

Votes For   Votes Against     Abstentions     Broker Non-Votes  
20,919,335     4,634       396       –  

 

 



 

 
Item 8.01 Other Events.
 
On June 4, 2024, the Company issued a press release announcing
the appointment of Mr. Blizard to the Board. A copy of this press release is filed as
Exhibit 99.1 hereto and incorporated herein
by reference.
 
Item 9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits.
 
(d) Exhibits
 
The following exhibits are being filed herewith:
 
Exhibit No.   Document
99.1   Press Release of TELA Bio, Inc., dated June 4, 2024.
104   Cover Page Interactive Data File (embedded within the Inline XBRL document)
 

 



 

 
SIGNATURES

 
Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the

undersigned hereunto duly authorized.
 
  TELA BIO, INC.
   
  By: /s/ Antony Koblish
  Name: Antony Koblish
  Title: President, Chief Executive Officer and Director
 
Date: June 6, 2024
 

 
 



 
Exhibit 99.1

 

 
TELA Bio Appoints Jeffrey Blizard to its Board of Directors
 
MALVERN, Pa., June 4, 2024, (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- TELA Bio, Inc.
("TELA Bio") (Nasdaq: TELA), a commercial-stage medical technology
company focused on providing innovative soft-tissue reconstruction
solutions, today announced that it has appointed Jeffrey Blizard, the Global Head of
Surgical Sales for Abiomed, a medical device technology
company that operates as a stand-alone business within Johnson & Johnson's MedTech Segment,
to its Board of Directors, effective
June 4, 2024.
 
"We are excited to have Jeff join our Board as we continue to
develop and optimize our sales force," said Antony Koblish, co-founder, President and Chief
Executive Officer of TELA Bio. "Jeff's
exceptional sales leadership and extensive experience will be a tremendous asset to our Board of Directors.”
 
"I am thrilled to join TELA Bio’s Board of Directors during
this dynamic period of growth," said Mr. Blizard. "I am confident that my broad range of sales
expertise will significantly
contribute to the TELA’s continued success."
 
About Jeffrey Blizard
 
Mr. Blizard has served as the Global Head of Surgical Sales at
Abiomed since 2017. Abiomed develops and manufactures temporary external and
implantable mechanical circulatory support devices. Prior
to his current role, Mr. Blizard was General Manager of Sales – CT Surgery, Heart Failure,
ECMO, and National Director of
Sales – CT Surgery/Heart Failure at Abiomed, where he led sales of Impella in the surgical market bringing it from $16
million
to $300 million in seven years. Before joining Abiomed, Mr. Blizard held senior sales leadership roles at renowned medical device
companies such
as Medtronic, HeartWare, Intuitive Surgical, and Boston Scientific. Mr. Blizard currently serves on the Board
of Directors of SANUWAVE Health, Inc., a
medical technology company developing noninvasive, high-energy, and acoustic shock waves
for regenerative medicine and other applications. He holds a
B.A. degree in English Literature from Saint Michael’s College.
 
About TELA Bio, Inc.
 
TELA Bio, Inc. (NASDAQ: TELA) is a commercial-stage medical technology
company focused on providing innovative technologies that optimize
clinical outcomes by prioritizing the preservation and restoration
of the patient's own anatomy. The Company is committed to providing surgeons with
advanced, economically effective soft-tissue reconstruction
solutions that leverage the patient's natural healing response while minimizing long-term
exposure to permanent synthetic materials.
For more information, visit www.telabio.com.
 

 



 

 
Caution Regarding Forward-Looking Statements
 
This press release contains forward-looking statements within the
meaning of The Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Words such as "may,"
"might," "will,"
"should," "believe," "expect," "anticipate," "estimate," "continue," "predict,"
"forecast," "project," "plan," "intend" or similar expressions,
or statements regarding intent,
belief, or current expectations are forward-looking statements and reflect the current beliefs of TELA Bio's management.
These statements
are not guarantees of future performance and are subject to certain risks, uncertainties and other factors that could cause actual results
and
events to differ materially and adversely from those indicated by such forward-looking statements. These risks and uncertainties
are described more fully in
the "Risk Factors" section and elsewhere in our filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission
and available at www.sec.gov, including in our
Annual Report on Form 10-K and Quarterly Reports on Form 10-Q. Any forward-looking
statements that we make in this announcement speak only as of
the date of this press release, and TELA Bio assumes no obligation to update
forward-looking statements whether as a result of new information, future
events or otherwise after the date of this press release, except
as required under applicable law.
 
Investor Contact
Greg Chodaczek
347-620-7010
ir@telabio.com
 
Media Contact
Lisa Novy-Wikowski
484-354-6782
lnovywikowski@telabio.com
 

 
 


